Supporting Early Access to Assistive Technology: An Interdisciplinary Model
Course Synopsis:
Children with complex medical needs, including both cognitive and motor disabilities, have significant limitations in
accessing play, mobility, and communication, and may require expensive and potentially socially stigmatizing equipment
in order to move and interact with their peers. There is substantial research consistently demonstrating the cognitive,
motor, language, and social benefits to children with disabilities when given access to assistive technologies during early
childhood, specifically ages 0-3 when given access to assistive technologies, yet obstacles remain to acquire and utilize
these tools during this age range. This presentation will review one clinical approach to serving these children and families
in order to optimize engagement with these important areas of childhood occupations.
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By the end of this presentation, participants will be able to:
1. Describe the current research highlighting the importance of facilitating early access to assistive technology for children with
complex communication and motor needs in order to support mobility, play, communication, and literacy skills.
2. Describe an interdisciplinary clinic model as an efficient and collaborative service delivery model for providing comprehensive
assessment of AT needs and creating an appropriate, child-centered intervention plan.
3. Identify possible barriers for young children to having opportunities for mobility, play, communication, and literacy.
4. Describe various assistive technology tools that are appropriate for the stated population.
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